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hen their three year old son, Matthew

complalned of a headache, fever and a

sore foot which started to swell and turn
red and spotty, alarm bells began to ring in the
minds of his parents Alan and Bianca.

“Matthew deteriorated so quickly. | had a healthy child one day
and the next thing | knew we were told by our Paediatrician to
take him to Sydney Children's Hospital, Randwick for tests. It
was terrifying,” said Bianca.

After examining his foot which was redder and more swollen
than before, doctors in Emergency were concerned that
Matthew may have the life-threatening Meningococcal disease.

Within moments, Matthew was in isolation having tests to
determine what virus he had.

Matthew did not have Meningococcal but he did have a severe
Staphylococcal (staph) infection.

When doctors listened to his heart they detected a murmur.
In only three days, the staph infection had attacked the valve
of his heart.

“It could have been through the bacteria of a small cut, or
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Matthew scratching his eczema but the infection quickly
spread to his heart causing severe damage,” said Bianca.

Matthew was diagnosed with Endocarditis — an infection of
the heart which is rare for a child so young. His heart was
enlarged and under stress due to the damaged valve. The
family were told the shattering news that their little boy would
require a valve transplant because his heart was struggling to
pump blood.

“The next six weeks were spent on the ward so the infection
could be brought under control. Coming to terms with
Matthew's illness was an incredibly stressful and heartbreaking
journey. If it hadn’t been for the warmth of the nursing staff we
wouldn't have gotten through those dark days. They cared for
us all so much,” said Bianca.

Matthew has recently returned home and is on a waiting list
for a donor heart valve which is compatible with the size of his
heart. In the meantime his condition is being closely monitored
by his doctors.

“Matthew has an amazing ability to climb into people's hearts
and his cheerful spirit inspires us all. | know he is in safe
hands at Sydney Children's Hospital,” said Bianca.



ou might remember five year old Naomi from Port Macquarie? In
March 2006, Naomi bravely faced her final heart operation, one of a

series she has had since birth to correct a complex heart condition.

“Since Naomi's operation, life has been a whole new and wonderful experience," said
Rebecca, Naomi's mum.

After missing almost nine weeks of her first year of school, Naomi has returned to school
and quickly caught up with the other kindergarten kids.

She has new-found energy, developed an appetite, has gained weight and plays sport at
school, which she never was able to do before. At a recent check up, her cardiologist
Dr Jones confirmed that everything was going well.

Her recent 6th birthday party was a massive celebration and one the family were proud to
host for the 80 family and friends who celebrated Naomi's good health as being the best
birthday gift she could ever have received.

“We know that Naomi will never have a ‘normal’ life - she still endures blood tests every
two weeks and regular visits to our local paediatrician and Dr Jones at Sydney Children’s
Hospital. But, as far as a ‘normal’ life goes, we couldn't have wished for more. We are so

grateful for the extraordinary people at Sydney Children’s Hospital, for making her so healthy:

and happy,” said Rebecca.
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i would like to help sick kids

Please find enclosed my donation of: (please circle)
S50 $75 S125 $500

or$

Our sincere thanks to everyone
who generously donated to our
newsletter appeals over the
past year. Your donations have
helped so many sick children
smile again.

Special thanks to the following
companies for their ongoing
support:
* Allens Arthur Robinson
* Balloon Saloon
* Brandswell™
* Country Women's Association
* Freshweb
* Glintech
* Independence Studios Pty Ltd
* Kwik Kopy Bondi Junction
* Mrs Joyce West
* Oxford Printing & Design
* Ray Hansen
* Sussan Corporation
* TLC Gifts
* Truda Ward
* Victory Hill Entertainment

Enclosed is my cheque or money order made payable to Sydney Children's Hospital Foundation, or please debit my credit card details below.
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OO COOE O0O0O0 OO0

C‘ Bankcard DDiners
Card Number

Name on card

Signature
Dr/Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss

Expiry Date

Address

P/Code
Telephone ( )

We respect your privacy and do not give your name and address to any other charity or business. Donations are tax deductible. Flease return this coupon and your donation

to Sydney Children's Hospital Foundation, Locked Bag 5, Randwick, NSW 2031 and we will forward a receipt. Sydney Children's Hospital Foundation ABN 72 003 073 185, Telephone (02) 9382 1188
email schfoundation@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au website www.sch.edu.au. Sydney Children's Hospital Foundation would like to thank those companies who made the production of this newsletter possible.
Your generosity and commitment is greatly appreciated. Your name will be placed on our mailing list and you will, from time to time, be mailed fundraising and health information such as

this newsletter, invitations to events, Chnstmas card catalogues, etc. If you do not wish to receive this information or do not want your name to be placed on this list, please tick this box
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